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Learning to compare the duration of everyday events using mathematical language is important mathematics 
learning for young children.   

 Watch and L isten Whi le  Chi ldren Play-  
Learn About The i r Th ink ing 

 
Watch children notice and talk about:  

• how quickly they get ready to go to the 
park.  

• how slowly they clean their teeth.   
• the steps for getting dressed. 
• the steps for making a sandwich.  
• the steps for making pasta. 
• how long it takes to do the shopping. 
• how long it takes to drive to the beach. 
• how long it takes the family to finish a 

carton of milk.  

EXPLORING TIME 

Comparing & Sequencing 
 

Help children to notice and talk about 
the duration of events and activities 
using hours, minutes and seconds, and 
to talk about connected events in the 
usual sequence in which they occur.  

• How long does it talk to walk to 
the corner? 

• Does it take longer to brush 
your teeth or drink a glass of 
milk? 

• How long does it take to drive 
to pre-school? 

• Is it quicker to walk from home 
to the park or to the bus-stop?? 

• What are the steps for making 
pasta? 

• What are the steps for playing a 
video? 

	

Talk ing and Descr ib ing 
 

When children hear you talk about 
and describe how long activities take 
in hours, minutes and seconds, and 
the order of events, then they will 
learn and use this mathematical 
language also. 

Everyday 
 

Talk about how long activities take, and 
the order of events, when you are: 

• Preparing a meal. 
• Dressing for the day or dressing 

for bed. 
• Going shopping. 
• Reading a story. 
• Driving in the car. 
• Walking down the street. 
• Catching a train. 
• Visiting family and friends for 

celebrations. 
• Playing in the park. 

House Hunt 
 
• Find a clock to measure 

time? 
• Find a story that talks about 

time or events. 
• Notice an activity in the 

kitchen that takes people a 
short time. 

• Notice an activity in the 
lounge room that takes 
people a long time. 

• Find some songs that are 
short. 

• Find some movies that are 
long. 

	

Play Eye Spy 
 

Eye spy with my 
little eye: 

• a clock! 
• a recipe! 
• something 

that takes 
3-steps! 

• a trip that 
takes longer 
than 
walking to 
the park! 


